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FACT SHEET 
 

MULCHING UNDER TREES  
 
 Hervey Bay City Council has over the last few years increased the practice of applying 
mulch under individual and groups of trees within the City’s parks and reserves.  This 
practice has proven beneficial in achieving efficiencies in the day to day operational 
activities of park maintenance as well as providing benefits to the trees and surrounding  
soil conditions. 
 
Mulches are substances placed over the soil primarily to maintain soil moisture levels and 
gradually improve soil conditions.  Within Council we use a range of mulches dependent 
upon the size and location of the area and mulch availability. Most of the mulch we use is  
a by product of vegetation waste and chipped tree trimmings. 
 

 
 
The benefits of correct mulching include: 
 

·  Maintaining soil moisture.  Evaporation is reduced and the need for watering is 
minimised. 

·  Weed control.  Coarse applications of mulch 100mm thick will discourage ‘blown in’ 
weed seeds from germinating. 

·  Temperature regulator.  Mulch assists in regulating soil temperature, keeping roots 
cooler in summer and warmer in areas of frost. 

·  Improved soil structure.  Over time mulch can assist in providing an environment 
suitable for beneficial soil organisms that in turn help to improve soil aeration, 
drainage and fertility. 

·  Buffer against soil compaction.  Mulch acts as a ‘cushion’ to dissipate the effects of 
soil compaction over tree roots. 

·  Changes of maintenance regime.  The application of mulch around trees lessens the 
need to brushcut close to trees, lessening the likelihood of potential mechanical 
damage to tree trunks. 
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·  Reducing trip points.  Mulch can be used to cover surface roots of trees in shallow 
soils thereby eliminating potential ‘trip points’. 

·  Mulching mimics a natural environment. The urban environment is a hard 
environment for a tree to survive in, managing the city’s tree population by adopting 
beneficial practises will ensure healthier and safer trees.   

 
Careful Mulching 
 
When mulching, it is important that a number of conditions are observed: 
 

·  Try to use organic mulches if possible.  They break down and add to the soil over 
time. 

·  Use composted or ‘old’ mulch.  Fresh mulch can cause soil problems and harm your 
plant.  Use of grass clippings may affect the soils PH and lead to nutrient deficiencies 
over time. 

·  Do not apply mulch up against the trunk of the tree.  This can cause fungal problems 
after excessive rain. 

·  Do not apply the mulch too thickly.  100mm should be adequate. 
·  Use coarse mulch if possible.  Coarse mulch will last longer and allow vital gasses to 

interact with the soil. 
·  Do not use mulch from a diseased tree.  Some harmful pathogens can be spread this 

way to healthy trees. 
·  Be mindful of drainage.  In poorly drained sites a thinner layer of mulch should be 

used. 
 
 

Remember!  Mulch wide – not deep. 
 
 

 


